sudden effect of a fit of peevishness, it was unluckily said, and, indeed, cannot be justified. Mr. Sheridan's pension was granted to him not as a player, but as a sufferer in the cause of government, when he was manager of the Theatre Royal in Ireland, when parties ran high in 1753'. And it must also be allowed that he was a man of literature, and had considerably improved the arts of reading and speaking with distinctness and propriety. Besides, Johnson should have recollected that Mr. Sheridan taught pronunciation to Mr. Alexander Wedderburne2, whose sister was married to Sir Harry Erskine3, an Intimate friend of Lord Bute, who was the favourite of the King; and surely the most outrageous Whig will not maintain, that, whatever ought to be the principle in the disposal of offices^ a pension ought never to be granted from any bias of court connection. Mr. Macklin4, indeed, shared with Mr. Sheridan the honour of instructing Mr. Wedderburne; and though it was too late in life for a Caledonian to acquire the genuine English cadence, yet so successful were Mr. Wedderburne's instructors, and his own unabating endeavours, that he got rid of the coarse part of his Scotch accent, retaining only as much of the ' native wood-note
1 On March 2,1754 (not 1753), the audience called for a repetition of some lines which they applied against the government. 'Diggs, the actor, refused by order of Sheridan, the manager, to repeat them ; Sheridan would not even appear on the stage to justify the prohibition. In an instant the audience demolished the inside of the house, and reduced it to a shell.1 Walpole's Reign of George //, i. 389, and Gent. Mag. xxiv. 141. Sheridan's friend, Mr. S. Whyte, says (Miscellanea Nova, p. 16):—' In the year 1762 Sheridan's scheme for an English Dictionary'was published. That memorable year he was nomi-
nated for a pension.' He quotes (p. I r i) a letterfromMrs. Sheridan, dated Nov. 29, 1762, in which she says :— ' I suppose you must have heard that the King has granted him a pension of 2co/. a year, merely as an encouragement to his undertaking.' ' See fast, March 28, 1776.
3  Horace Walpole describes Lord Bute as ' a man that had passed his life in solitude, and was too haughty to admit to his familiarity but half a dozen silly authors and flatterers.   Sir HenryErskine,amilitary poet, Home, a tragedy-writing parson,' &c.  Mem. of the Reign of George III, i. 37.
4  See fast, March 28, 1776.
wild,ity such     ' Corsica Boswell.'
